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Guide to Registering to Bid on Public Works Projects 

Formal Bids 
Step 1: Visit the Portal 
Go to the City of Indio’s PlanetBids portal:  
https://vendors.planetbids.com/portal/32404/portal-home  
 
 

Step 2: Register as a Vendor 
1. Click Vendor Registration. 

o Fill out the required information: 
o Company Name 
o Federal Employer Identification (FEI) 

Number 
o Email Address 

2. Follow the prompts to create an account. 
3. After account creation, fill out the company 

profile and business details as requested. 
 
Step 3: View Bid Opportunities 

1. Return to the same portal homepage. 
2. Click Bid Opportunities. 
3. Browse the list and click on any project title you're interested in. 

 
Step 4: Navigate the Project Page 
Once on the project page, look for a row of light blue boxes near the top. These contain 
detailed project information: 

• Prospective Bidders 
View a list of other bidders including: 

o Name, Address, Phone Number, Email Address 
• Bid Results 

Click to see: 
o List of contractors ranked from lowest to highest bid 
o Click a contractor’s name to reveal: 

 Subcontractors box: shows all listed subs 
 Line Items box: displays detailed bid pricing 

• Awards 
Click to see: 

o The name of the awarded contractor 
o See the amount of the awarded bid 

 
The email provided will be automatically notified of bid opportunities that match the 
categories you’ve selected when you registered.   

https://www.facebook.com/CityofIndio
https://vendors.planetbids.com/portal/32404/portal-home


 

 

Guide to Informal Bids on Public Works Projects 
 
A public agency like the City of Indio may elect to provide notice of informal bids to construction 
trade journals in addition to notifying contractors on its own list. The following organizations 
have indicated that they:  

a) Publish a newsletter or trade journal, on a weekly or more frequent basis, that contains 
a section listing projects being bid; or provide a telephone notice service to their 
members.  
b) Do not charge for publishing or otherwise disseminating a Notice to Contractors.  
 
BidNet Direct (BidNet)  
11622 El Camino Real, #100  
San Diego, CA 92130  
Phone: 800-479-5314  
Email: support@bidnet.com  
Website: www.bidnetdirect.com/california  

Dodge Data & Analytics  
830 Third Avenue, 6th Floor  
New York, NY 10022  
Phone: 877-784-9556  
Email: support@construction.com  
Website: www.construction.com 
 

BidAmerica  
41085 Elm Street  
Murrieta, CA 92562  
Phone: 951-677-4819  
Email: planroom@bidamerica.com  
Website: www.BidAmerica.com  

Associated General Contractors of America  
San Diego Chapter, Inc.  
6212 Ferris Square  
San Diego, CA 92121  
Phone: 858-558-7444  
Email: planroom@agcsd.org  
Website: www.agcsd.org  
 

Southern California Builders Exchange 
2211 Michelson Drive, Suite #900-127 
Irvine, CA 92612 
Phone: 916-465-8343 
Email: rcheah@socalbx.org 
Website: www.socalbx.org 
 

 

 
The City of Indio will notify all these organizations of any informal bids on Public Works Projects. 
It is recommended that contractors interested in bids also check these resources for upcoming 
informal bids.  
 
Informal bids need to be posted for a minimum of 10 days prior to the due date, therefore a 
deadline may be quickly approaching.  
 
  



 

 

Other Pre-Bid Requirements 
 
Contractor Licensing 

• A valid California Contractor's License (specific class depends on project) 
• Must be able to obtain a current City of Indio business license prior to starting work.  

 
DIR Registration & Wages 

• All contractors/subcontractors must be registered with the Department of Industrial 
Relations (DIR) per Labor Code §§ 1725.5 & 1771.1. 

• Must pay prevailing wages as set by the DIR to work on a City Project 
• Posting wage determinations at the job site is required. 
• DIR will conduct compliance monitoring and enforcement. 

 
Bonds & Retention 

• Bid Security: 10% of bid is often required on bids 
• Performance & Payment Bonds: Contractor may be asked to provide bonds in an amount 

equal to 100% of the contract price (depending on project) 
• Warranty/Maintenance Bond: 1-year coverage post-acceptance or extension of 

performance bond. 
• Retention: 5% is usually withheld from progress payments. Retention is released back to 

the contractor 45 days after a notice of completion is filed.  


